Christmas 2009 

Posted 12/17/2009 by Julie Collard – jcollard@isiwebnet.net
Merry Christmas!  May the Lord bless your time with international students and family!

If you have any questions or need anything (JESUS DVD’s, International Student Bibles, etc), please reply to jcollard@isiwebnet.net. 

1. Evangelism tips

2. Book Review – case for Christmas

3. Helpful Christmas Websites

4. Chinese undergrad enrollment increases

5. Darwin DVD in Chinese and 18 other languages for $9 per DVD + shipping

	[ 1 ] Evangelism Tip from ISI Staff in Ann Arbor: Christmas Symbols and the Gospel

This time of year, everywhere you look you will see symbols of Christmas--most of which symbolize the story of Christ's birth and which can become wonderful conversation-starters. Here are a few common items with easy-to-explain symbolism:

Star
When we use stars as Christmas decorations, we remember the Star of Bethlehem, which led the wise men to the baby Jesus. "Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 'Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.' ...They went their way, and behold, the star which had been seen in the east in its rising went before them until it came and stood over the place where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they were thrilled with ecstatic joy" (Matthew 2:1-2, 9-10, New Living Translation).

This star was an astronomical phenomenon, perhaps a supernova, a comet, or a conjunction of planets. It happened around the year 7 B.C., the probable actual year of the birth of Jesus Christ. People often place a star at the top of the Christmas tree to represent the Star of Bethlehem high in the sky.

Christmas Cards
Christmas cards were first mass-produced in 1843 in London, England. The custom spread to America by 1875. Christmas cards are sent as an expression of love to others, and they express sentiments of good news.

"The angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people'" (Luke 2:10, New American Standard Bible).

Christmas Tree and Christmas Ornaments
The Christmas tree tradition seem to have originated in Germany, although there are several theories as to how it happened. Evergreens symbolize eternal life, and trees are associated with the cross. St. Boniface, an 8th-century missionary, used the three-point triangle shape of the Christmas tree to symbolize the Trinity. A later story is that Martin Luther was walking home from a Christmas Eve service in the forest when he glimpsed the stars shining through the evergreen trees and/or saw the stars reflected off the icicles on the boughs. Because the lights reminded him of Jesus, the Light of the World, he cut down a small fir tree and took it home, placing candles on the branches to reflect what he had seen. Later, the German church decorated the Christmas tree with roses to represent the Rose of Sharon, with a single candle at the top to represent Christ, the Light of the World.

Besides roses and other flowers, early trees were decorated with fruit, nuts, cookies and other foods, as well as candles. A German glass-blower invented the first glass ornaments to replace heavier items. Round ornaments remind us of the globe, in as many colors as there are varieties of people on the face of the earth. According to one legend, the first tinsel was created when spiders spun webs on the bare tree of a poor family, and either the rising sun or the Christ Child himself turned the webs to silver. Modern lights have replaced candles, but they still represent the same thing: Jesus, the Light of the World.

Christmas Gift-Giving
From the time of the earliest accounts of the Christmas story, the journey of the wise men has been central. They traveled from far away, even risking their lives with King Herod, carrying fine treasures to give the baby Jesus and his parents.

"After coming into the house, they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh" (Matthew 2:11, New American Standard).

Today, in the spirit of the Magi, we continue the tradition of giving gifts on the birth day of the King of kings.


	Discipleship Tip: Another Dark Night in Bethlehem

The angels kept announcing that they had great news from God, and everyone's response was to be filled with fear. It is amazing how much fear was associated with the birth of Jesus. How could the arrival of the Savior bring such anxiety to the surface?

Before we can approach the Christ Child, we first must tell the truth about our own fears. For we do not find hope by outrunning our fears. That just makes us compulsive and driven, our fears chasing us like demons through our whole lives. Yet if we stop running long enough to confront our soul's dark fear, then what once appeared demonic can actually become angelic.

Our fears are the angels that bring God to us. It is always as we approach the thing we most dread that we find the light of hope, and his name is Emmanuel, the God with us.

It was just another dark night in Bethlehem. Suddenly, the skies were ripped open by the glory of God. The shepherds cowered, trembling. An angel proclaimed, "Do not be afraid, for I bring you good news of great joy for all the people. For to you is born this day a Savior."

from Extravagant Mercy, by M. Craig Barnes, ©2003


	
[ 2 ] Book Review:  The Case for Christmas, Lee Strobel

You never know who may start asking life-changing questions this Christmas. This short book is a great way to share the gospel--and it tells the true reason for the season. Journalist Lee Strobel, author of The Case for Christ, investigates the facts behind Luke 2:8-18 and asks: Was it all a hoax--or truly the pivotal event of human history?

Price: $2.99

Available through Christianbook.com and other online booksellers

Paperback, 100 pages

Zondervan, 2005

Language: English. Audio edition available. Spanish edition also available.


[ 3 ]  Helpful Christmas websites

Gift-giving tips: http://www.wowgiftideas.com/gift_giving_tips/
50 Frugal Gifts You Can Give This Christmas: http://www.biblemoneymatters.com/2008/12/50-frugal-gifts-you-can-give-this-christmas.html 

Christmas Greetings in 75+ Languages: http://www.ethnicharvest.org/ideas/christmas.htm 

ISI Explanation of Christmas Day for International Students: http://www.internationalstudents.org/culture-holidays-christmas.php?idlv2=15&idlv3=78 

ISI Explanation of New Year’s day for International Students: http://www.internationalstudents.org/culture-holidays-new_years.php?idlv2=15&idlv3=63 

[ 4 ] New Article: U.S. Sees Growth in Chinese Undergraduate Enrollments

A new article in USA Today points out the dramatic recent growth in the number of Chinese students studying on U.S. campuses, particularly undergraduates. The article, citing Open Doors, notes that in 2008/09, "... 98,510 Chinese graduate and undergraduate students poured into U.S. colleges and universities, lured by China's emphasis on academic achievement and the prestige of U.S. higher education." 

For the full article, visit: www.usatoday.com. 

[ 5 ] DVD - Darwin: The Voyage that Shook the World

Clearly one of the most influential books of all time is Charles Darwin’s The Origin of Species.  

This week, on November 24, 2009, was the 150th anniversary of the publishing of this revolutionary book.  Was it for good or harm?  When one examines the theory and the voyage that inspired much in the book, what is the result?  What has science discovered in the last 150 years that supports or contradicts Darwin’s revolutionary theory?

We, who have the authoritative Word of God, the clear understanding of where we came from, need to proclaim this truth.  But the enemies of God’s revelation are often more diligent than we, at presenting their view of the world.  

Darwin is their man!  This year of 2009, is also the 200th year of his birth.  He was born on February 12, 1809.  His supporters are not failing to use these two anniversaries to promote their atheistic version of the world.  

But this time they met their match with the production of the film

You can see a trailer of the movie here:  http://www.thevoyage.tv/trailer.aspx and a segment here: http://www.thevoyage.tv/subpage.aspx?id=6  

Our Mainland Chinese Literature Ministry, committed to distributing strategic resources for low ministry amounts, has worked out a great arrangement with the producers to offer Darwin: The Voyage that Shook the World at this low cost, especially to reach intellectuals from and in China.  Though the film is in English, it has subtitles in 18 languages, including simplified script Chinese.   

The normal price is $22.95, but we can offer it for just $9.00, plus shipping.  

You can order it online here:  http://www.afcinc.org/bookstore/contents/en-us/d174.html   (Scroll down to J1-32D).

At this price one can consider multiple copies to share with key people.  Though it is our ministry burden to use it for reaching Mainland Chinese intellectuals who have been strongly indoctrinated with Darwinism, use is not restricted to this group.  It can also be used for other language groups and of course for English speakers. 

Other ordering information:  

Mainland Chinese Literature Ministry

Ambassadors for Christ, Inc.

21 Ambassador Dr.

Paradise, PA 17562

Tel. 888-999-7959 (toll free in N Am), or 717-687-8564 ext. 6

E-mail:  mclit@afcinc.org
Fax:  717-687-8891   

Website: www.afcinc.org/mclit   

To reply to this email, please email jcollard@isiwebnet.net. 

Julie Collard

Volunteer & Ministry Services

jcollard@isiwebnet.net
www.isionline.org
