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1. Explanations of Holidays for International Students

2. Resource websites

3. Questions and Answers for International Students

4. Post-doctorate and work study opportunities for International students

Happy New Year!  May the Lord bless your ministries and families in 2010!

[ 1 ] The following ISI website has explanations of different American holidays including New Year’s Day: http://www.internationalstudents.org/culture-holidays-new_years.php?idlv2=15&idlv3=63 

[ 2 ] Free Gift

http://www.indigitech.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=27&Itemid=83  resources on contextualization of the gospel.
http://www.indigitech.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=83&Itemid=147#Hindi Free downloadable evangelism videos in Arabic, Hindi, Indonesian, Persian and other languages.
These tips come from Brigada.  For a free subscription to Brigada's weekly missions publication, visit Brigada on the web at www.brigada.org.

[ 3 ] Questions posed through ACMI:

Question: One of the students I meet with weekly thinks that the law is better than grace.  He thinks that perhaps Jesus had a “watered down” law sense.

Jesus says in Matthew 5:16-17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”  What is your thoughts about the law in the New Testament?

Answer: In saying that he would fulfill the Law (Matt 5:16-17), Jesus indicates that he would obey every law contained in the actual Law of Moses, given by God. He also indicates that anyone who teaches disobedience to the Law will suffer eternal consequences (5:18).  However, as Jesus continues his teaching in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7), he corrects the people’s understanding of what the Law really teaches. 

Notice the repeated use of the phrase, “You have heard that it was said…” followed by a teaching that would have been familiar to his listeners. This phrase is different than that which Jesus uses at other times to refer to what was actually written in the Scriptures: “It is written,” or “Have you not read?” or a similar phrase. In Matthew 5-7, Jesus is referring to what the people had been taught by the Pharisees and other teachers. They were teaching their interpretation of the Law, complete with the manmade additions gained through the years. Jesus is saying that what the people have heard is not the whole truth. This is behind the irony of 5:20: “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” The Pharisees were meticulous about obeying the letter of the Law, all 613 of them, complete with the loopholes they had managed to create because of their hardened hearts and lack of love. Jesus was warning the people that they had to do better than the Pharisees were in the habit of doing. In fact, they had to be perfect (5:48).

For two more chapters in Matthew, we learn what he means by that. Perfection means dealing with the heart, living by love. It means asking forgiveness of the gracious Father in heaven, who wants to supply his children with all they need. It means looking for praise from God, not from men. We are to trust God for our needs and not live a life of worry. We are not to judge the actions of another (implying condemnation) lest we be judged with the same kind of strictness. The conditions of our hearts will be evidenced in the kinds of deeds that we do, and it will be the conditions of our hearts that will determine whether we are part of God’s kingdom.

When someone says that law may be better than grace, we can usually assume a false understanding of both law and grace, especially as it relates to the way we live our lives. We still have laws, but they are subsumed under the law of love: Love God and love your neighbor. The OT Law was a teacher to bring people to the realization that they were unable to keep the very thing that was required of them and were totally dependent upon God’s mercy. God’s mercy was shown in his gift of love, his Son. That doesn’t do away with the need to observe law—commandments—but such obedience is no longer a burdensome task: “This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith” (1 Jn. 5:3-4). [Note: if obeying Christ’s commands is considered a burden, the process has gone awry somewhere.]

Grace is often misunderstood as ignoring sin, using God’s graciousness as a license to do whatever lustful hearts wish. In our actions towards others, grace is misinterpreted as continually forgiving others, letting them do what they want without any kind of censure, and thus ignoring evil in society, refusing to administer what should be the consequences of sin. God’s grace, which sets the standards, is freely offered, but is withheld from those who do not humble themselves to receive it. Although he is gracious to all people in providing what they need for life on this earth, his salvific grace is administered only to those who ask for it on his terms. 

In no way did Jesus “water down” the law, which was given by God himself. Jesus made us understand what the law really wanted and then gave us the power through the Holy Spirit to accomplish its demands—to live a holy life before God.

Question: “You Shall Not Place a Stumbling Block Before a Blind Man.”  A Chinese friend has asked me about how Christians should view this.  

Answer: I understand this passage as a matter of compassion.  Not taking advantage of or being mean to the physically impaired, but rather being compassionate and helping them.

Answer: In addition in many cultures people who are handicapped are mistreated and ostracized.  Sometimes they are seen as being cursed by God already  and not deserving of kindness or compassion.

"Fearing the Lord" would refer to reverencing God and treating people created in His image the way that He does: with great value.

From the Institute of International Education

[ 4 ] Funding for U.S. Study: 2010 Edition Now Available

IIE is pleased to announce the 2010 edition of Funding for United States Study: A Guide for International Students and Professionals. The 2010 edition features revised and expanded articles offering fast facts on graduate funding, information on funding from outside universities, and advice on appropriate entry visas. 

In the 2010 edition, students and scholars can find detailed information on over 500 scholarships and grants available for undergraduate and graduate study, doctoral and post-doctoral research, including work-study grants foundation and institution scholarship programs, fellowships, and other institutional grant opportunities. 

To purchase Funding for U.S. Study, visit www.iiebooks.org/funforunstat.html
To reply to this message, please email jcollard@isiwebnet.net.

